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The Ancestry of Regional Spatial Planning

A Planner’s Look at History

This book is not a historical or archaeological treatise, but rather a study in which the
author looks at the past, not as a historian, but as a planner who has the ambition to
unravel the early manifestations of his discipline; a discipline which did not exist as such
in remote periods, but the ingredients of which were nevertheless present. The author
has observed the past equipped with knowledge and understanding of what regional
planning was in the second half of the twentieth century and still is. He stands in the
period of the first decades after the Second World War, which were the formative years of
regional planning, and looks back at bygone ages. He discusses ideas and literature from
the immediate post-war period in order to examine the ancestry of regional planning
through their lens.The book will attract a broad range of readers because of its approach
and its wide coverage of historical periods and world regions. Although Europe is the
main focus, the book contains material on all continents and all periods, the ancient
world, the medieval age and the modern era. The history of Urban Planning is taught
and researched widely, but the history, or prehistory, before the twentieth century, of
Regional Spatial Planning is not. This book will fill that vacuum.
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